
Curriculum for Juniors and Seniors

Common Core English III and IV

*These courses’ standards offer a focus for instruction each year and help ensure that students
gain adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks.  Rigor is also infused through the
requirement that students read increasingly complex texts throughout the courses.  Students
advancing through these courses are expected to meet each course’s grade-specific standards
and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades.

Common Core English III will be offered to juniors.  It will be a survey of predominately
American material.

Common Core English IV will be offered to seniors.  It will be a survey of predominately British
material.

Mississippi Writers

*The Mississippi Writers course focuses on the state’s rich literary heritage through the study of
poetry, fiction, nonfiction, and drama.  The course identifies major sources and themes of 20th

century and contemporary Mississippi writing.  The student will recognize the contribution of
Mississippi writers such as William Faulkner, Eudora Welty, Richard Wright, Willie Morris, Anne
Moody, etc., to 20th century writing and recognize that  Mississippi writing is an expression of a
particular place that achieves universality.

Mississippi Writers will be offered to students who have passed Common Core English I and
Common Core English II.

Oral Communication

*This course includes instruction in how to acquire, analyze, and evaluate information in order
to make decisions and establish satisfying relationships.  Skill in oral communication helps the
student to think logically, clearly, and creatively.

Oral Communication will be offered to any student, grades 9-12.

Dual Credit I / II

Dual Credit classes are offered through Itawamba Community College.  For a fee of $100, a
student will take Freshman Composition I and, possibly, Freshman Composition II online and
receive 3 to 6 hours of college credit.  The classroom teacher is a facilitator for the online work.
Students will supplement their ICC work with work from Core Curriculum English IV, but the ICC
assignments take priority in the classroom.

In order to qualify for this course, students
o must have a 16 on the Language portion of the ACT.
o need an “A” to high “B” average in previous English classes.
o must be self-motivated and willing to do demanding work.

Dual Credit I must be taken as a prerequisite for Dual Credit II.

This class will be offered to both juniors and seniors; however, seniors have priority.
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Curriculum for Common Core English I

All entering freshmen will be required to take Common Core English I.
*This class will offer a focus instruction to ensure that students gain adequate
mastery of a range of skills and applications.  Through the year in their writing,
students should demonstrate increasing sophistication in all aspects of language use
from vocabulary and syntax to the development and organization of ideas, and they
should address increasingly demanding content and sources.  Students advancing
through the course are expected to meet the course’s grade-specific standards and
retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades.

*Material in either quoted or paraphrased from the Mississippi Department of
Education’s
2014 Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards for English Language Arts.

Curriculum for Sophomores

Compensatory English II

*Students in English II in need of instructional support, intervention, or remediation
may be enrolled in the Compensatory English II course under the following
stipulations:

The Compensatory course
o must be taken in concert with CCEnglish II.
o include content supportive of the accompanying English II course.
o may be taken as an elective, but will not satisfy the number of Carnegie

units in English required for graduation.

At-risk students will be identified prior to the beginning of school and will be placed
in the Compensatory English II class.

Common Core English II

*This class will cover the Common Core standards required for English II students to
ensure that students gain adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks.  Rigor is
also infused through the requirement that students read increasingly complex texts
through the grades.  Students are expected to meet grade-specific standards, and
retain and further develop skills and understanding mastered in the preceding
grades.

SREB Bridge Literary Ready Course

*This course is designed to help college-bound students reach Mississippi’s college and career-
readiness benchmarks before high school graduation.  These students may not meet benchmarks
on either the ACT, PARCC, or other assessment.  This course should help them become prepared
and reach those benchmarks.

This course is best suited for the middle-range of students, not those who can succeed in
advanced courses or those who are severely behind.  It focuses on real-world context and
provides literacy strategies that all students to read and comprehend all manner of texts and
genres in every core discipline.  In short, this course targets students with weaknesses and
college-ready skill gaps and re-educates them in new ways to ensure they are prepared for post-
secondary-level pursuits.

This course will be offered to students who have passed CCEI and CCEII, as well as one other
upper-level course.

Technical and Workplace Writing

*This course focuses on the various kinds of written communication currently occurring in a
variety of workplaces and careers.  In this course students examine actual examples of written
materials produced to communicate within the workplace as well as outside the workplace for
the customer and general public.  Students will apply what they learn by creating a variety of
kinds of a variety of written communication.

The course is designed for those students who either have no desire or intention to attend
college or those who will go to college to participate in a vocational program.

Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition

*This course is sponsored by The College Board through which college credit may be earned if
the student chooses to take and pass the AP exam ($88 fee) and if the college in question
accepts the credit.  The course engages students in the careful reading and critical analysis of
imaginative literature.  Through the close reading of selected texts, students deepen their
understanding of the way writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their
readers.  As they read, students consider a work’s structure, style, and themes, as well as such
smaller scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.

In this class students will often work on their own, with the classroom teacher will serve as a
guide, facilitating the learning, discussing, and activities.

The course has the following prerequisites.  The student
o must have a 25 on the Language section of the ACT.
o must have an “A” average in previous English courses.
o must have a teacher recommendation.
o must be self-motivated.

This class is for seniors.  More information pertaining to the class can be found at
www.collegboard.org.


