
 



 
 

SHS Musician Spotlight 
 

     Trey is a junior at SHS who plays the guitar, ukulele, piano, and he even 

sings a little. He has always had the itch to play guitar ever since he was little, 

but really decided to pick it up after watching his uncle play guitar.  

             When asked about any advice he could give to someone wanting to 

pursue music, his response was “It’s a grind, you have to have a time devoted 

to playing an instrument, it’s the only thing that can make you better. Also 

getting a teacher to help you start out helps, vocally and instrumentally.”  

 Trey has also managed to start a band called Work In Progress. 

Members include Jameson 

Woodard(drums), Jantzen 

Woodard(guitar), and Brett 

Horner(lead and rhythm 

guitar). Trey is lead vocals and 

guitar and hopes that his band 

will achieve the publicity 

needed to boost them into 

stardom. Work In Progress 

will be playing at the school’s 

talent show before spring 

break.  

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 

Skylar Sloan 
In the SHS Student Spotlight 

 
 

 The  Scholastic Art 
Awards is the longest 
running show in the 
Nation, and one of the 
most prestigious ways to 
recognize exceptionally 
creative teens. Artists 
such as Andy Warhol hold 
an award from this show. 
In January, Saltillo High’s 
very own Skylar Sloan 
was honored. She is the 
first student from Saltillo to 
compete and win in this 
competition. “I pushed 
myself into entering,” she 
stated, “because I had 
seen others enter and do 

relatively well, so why couldn’t I?” Skylar received two honorable 
mentions and won a Gold Key, a judge’s choice. Her art was 
displayed in the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art. She has a chance 
to compete at a national level, which will be held in New York City. Her 

drawing will be sent digitally.Although she doesn’t believe she will place, all 

of us are rooting for her!  Her advice to other artist is this: “Drawing isn’t a 

talent, it can be taught, so don’t think just because you can’t draw now 

doesn’t mean you can’t draw later.”  
 

 



 
 

Fashion Trends at Saltillo  

Fashion is a very untouched topic within society, people go day-to-day without 

ever really thinking about what they wear, and some obsess over its importance. For 

some at Saltillo High School, fashion is a means to express themselves in ways they may 

never be able to vocally. After convening with students from Saltillo, and other schools in 

the nation we’ve come to some conclusions. The major trend at Saltillo right now has to 

be characterized as ‘southern frat’ - those who wear brands like Vineyard vines, Cole 

Haan. According to Senior, Hunter Johnson, and Junior, Katory Davis, “Saltillo has small 

niche groups such as ‘grunge’ - those who wear flannels and band tees, and ‘sportswear’- 

those who wear athletic shirts amongst others.” Female representation of fashion at 

Saltillo really isn’t limited to just those groups however, according to Junior, Sarah 

Gamiel, girls at Saltillo categorize as well. Groups of girls such as those who dress 

wearing ‘70’s style clothes’, and ‘prep clothing’ - girls who wear leggings with a t-shirt 

or sweater and birkenstocks also fall into the diverse fashion trends of Saltillo High 

School.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
During the spring, many students of Saltillo High School participate in 

various activities on and off campus, typically ones that highlight their 
abilities. Many of the students that attend SHS are artistically inclined, in 
some form or fashion. Unfortunately, many of these students are unaware 
that they can enter their art in a number of art shows.  

So far this year, there are a total of four art competitions that students 
can enter. This includes the Saltillo High School Spring Art Show, the 
Gumtree Spring Art and Scholarship competition, the North Mississippi Fish 
Hatchery 2018 Contest, and the Mississippi Bar 2018 Law Day Art Contest.  

The Saltillo High School Spring Art Show is held at Saltillo High 
School. Students can enter a variety of works, from pencil and ink drawings 
to mixed media pieces, but there are only three entries allowed per student. 
The deadline for entry is March 19th. 

The Gumtree Spring Art and Scholarship competition is an art 
competition held by the Gumtree Museum of Art. Typically, art entered in 
the Saltillo High School Spring Art Show will be entered in this show. This 
show only allows two entries per student and pieces cannot exceed 36” x 
36”.  Seniors can compete in a scholarship competition, which can win 

 



 
 

them up to $1,500 to the college of their choice! The deadline for entry is 
April 11th. 

The North Mississippi Fish Hatchery 2018 Contest is being 
sponsored by the Foundation for Mississippi, Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks. 
The goal of this art show is to have students get outside and use differing 
media to depict a Mississippi native fish or wildlife species. Students must 
submit a portfolio of their work. The deadline for entry is May 10th. 

The Mississippi Bar 2018 Law Day Art Contest has the specific theme 
of “Separation of Powers: Framework for Freedom” to have students reflect 
on the separation of powers as a fundamental asset in their constitutional 
purpose and to also consider how the governmental system is working for 
the posterity of ourselves. Students must complete their original work on a 
11” x 14” poster, in any media of their choice. The deadline for entry is April 
13th.  
   Together, there are a number of opportunities for students to have their 
art showcased, to receive a certificate of achievement, and, best of all, to 
win various cash prizes.  

Any student can enter the aforementioned art competitions, even if 
they haven’t taken an art class in the entirety of their high school career! 
Although the competitions are outlined above, if any student would like to 
enter any of them, please speak to Mr. Thornton, room 117, for further 
information and rules about each of the contests. 

The main reason for any art competition is to not only inspire young 
artists but to also showcase their creativity. All students should be 
encouraged to enter any of the art competitions, because it’s a way to 
express themselves, not through words, but through long lines and crazy 
colors. Plus, sometimes you win, and a little extra money never hurt 
anyone.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Academic Competitions Around School 

 
 

        Saltillo High School has competed in and placed in academic quiz 
bowls recently. These bowls include the Mississippi College Math and 
Science Tournament, the Blue Mountain College Math and Science 
Competition and the Scholars Bowl.  
          Mrs. Porter, the sponsor of our Math and Science team, would 
describe the Tournament as “a chance to take 12 shining academic stars 
from our school to test in 2 areas of choice (math and science) that they 
feel quite confident in high achievement.” Four students are picked to 
advance to the scholar team and answer rounds of questions to be placed 
in the final round of the tournament. The BMC Math and Science 
competition is composed of a timed 50 minute science test and a 50 minute 
math test. The Scholars Bowl is a quiz bowl without any specified subject.  

Our sponsors believe that competing in these academic competitions 
is good for our students and our school. “It allows students to display their 
knowledge in a competitive way,” sponsor of our Scholars bowl team Mrs. 

 



 
 

Mccrory says. “It enables students to compete in things and win 
scholarships,” which Mrs. Reynolds, a sponsor of the BMC Math and 
Science team joined by Mrs.Simmons, says is very important.  

 The students who want to participate also see the importance in 
competing. Jordan Cockrell states, “I just felt like it would be a fun and 
challenging thing to do, and I believed that it'd be a pretty good experience 
to have.” The students believed it was important to their future. “I think this 
experience can end up being really helpful when it comes to both college 
and scholarship applications.”  

 We’re very proud of our students representing our school and 
participating in academic bowls . If you would like to participate in years to 
come, see these sponsors next February!

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

FBLA 

Mrs. McFarling is the sponsor for the SHS FBLA. 11 people have made it to 
state, they will be competing the second week in April in Jackson. Congratulations to all 
of those students!! On March 9th, there will be a talent show to help raise money for 
March of Dimes, so go and help support! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

     Sports   

 



 
 

Soccer 
 

 

 On February 13 Matthew Reeder coached the soccer team to victory during North Half 

game; advancing them to the state championship.  

       Saltillo’s soccer boys took home gold Saturday night after winning state. The team 

came ready to play which resulted in a 3-1 win against Long Beach. It was a nerve 

racking game filled with many different emotions, that lead to a heartwarming moment 

between the team members. When discussing this years team Coach Reeder stated, 

“Much like the other teams I have coached, this team was made up of good, 

hardworking players. The difference is that this group of kids decided early in the 

season to put themselves aside and to play for each other. We kept our eyes focused 

on our end goal. Regardless of the adversity we faced, this group of seniors helped get 

us through it and ultimately led us to the championship!” This is Saltillo soccer team’s 

first state championship ever won, making it an awesome way for their eight seniors to 

end their soccer career. 

 

 



 
 

“This is a team effort. No one can do it on their own.” ~ Ryan Fowlkes 
“ No matter “Anything is 
how hard possible if  
things get, everyone  
stay together wants to  
and work as accomplish 
a team.” ~ the same  
Jamarcus goal. No  
  Young matter how 
“Anything is difficult if 
possible everyone  is 
Because we together, 
Started from then it’s 
The bottom, Possible.” 
But now ~ Caden 
We’re state                                                                                                        Mitchell 
 champs.”              "I want my team to remember next year that we are  
     ~ Cade                       the first of the four major sports 
       Knight                  to win a state championship.” ~ Tanner Buse  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

Archery 
Saltillo’s archery program is just six years old, yet it has bested every team in the state 

each consecutive year. With a fantastic head coach, all of 
Saltillo’s archers have been taught many important 
life-improving characteristics, like patience; team coordination; 
intense focus; and strength in numbers.  
Attending our archery meets alone can leave anyone impressed; 
it’s necessary, though, to talk with those involved in them to 
comprehend what they might be thinking. After speaking with 
multiple people included in the program, real appreciation and 
understanding presented itself to us.  
Jeff Cates, Saltillo’s head archery coach of four years, said this 
regarding what he likes most about our archery team: “My 
favorite part about it is the diversity of the team. I have football, 

baseball, cheer, and band team members and some that archery is their primary sport. I like how 
they all come together for a common goal.” That collective effort is what keeps a student archer 
like Ethan Benefield consistently focused.  

Ethan, although he played baseball in his past, solely competes in archery at the moment. 
This being his first full year at Saltillo, he was asked how it felt being the new kid in the archery 
program. “Nerve-wracking,” he said, “because there were so many good archers that I had to 
compete with at the start of it.” That fear was definitely justified; our team possesses so many 
top-notch shooters, so it’s no wonder Ethan was intimidated. One of those polished archers, 
worthy of an interview, was Brandon Dillard. 

Brandon has been shooting strong since 8th grade (currently a junior). Brandon said that 
this is the most important principle he has learned from his three years of shooting: “Don’t skip 
practice or you’ll be bad the next day.” While practicing everyday might seem like a hardcore 
regimen, an archery meet is highly intense, and it requires preparation and keen concentration. 
Halley Bramble is definitely knowledgeable of how important this consistency is. 

Halley said that the most difficult aspect of an archery meet is “probably the nervousness 
you get because everyone watches you and it’s so quiet.” Just like Brandon Dillard had hinted at, 
Gabe Harrelson stated that, “the key is to be consistent.” Evidently, these students have been 
given such crucial tools in succeeding later in life (like the patience and teamwork 
aforementioned), and they have so much time to use them all. This sport is an opportunity for 

 



 
 

them to work, improve, fail, or even prevail. All of this, if utilized, can be so helpful toward their 
futures.  

Our archery program has dominated for over 5 years now, and as long as our shooters 
and Coach Cates remain who they are in their preparation and process, that dominance won’t 
disappear for a long, long time.  

 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 

       Powerlifting 

 



 
 

“Powerlifting is very individualized. Athletes can’t rely on anyone else to help 

complete a lift. In other sports if you have a bad day your teammates can sometimes 

pick up the slack and the team can still be successful. The only way for a powerlifting 

team to succeed is for each person to perform at a high level”. This was Coach Finch’s 

response when I asked him how powerlifting differs from other sports at our school.  

Jacob Payne, a competitor for the boys team, explains “The entire objective of 

lifting is to outlift and outsmart the opposing lifter. It’s more than just muscle and it takes 

a strategy to pick what weights you’re doing next and it also includes sandbagging to 

throw off the opponent and then hit a weight above him on the last lift, but the main 

competitiveness of the sport is attempting to lift more weight than everybody else in 

your weight class”. 

Tifani Lewis and Aleina Lucas are both ecstatic and nervous to be advancing to 

the North Half Championship. Tifani says she is “Nervous but excited. I hope I get to go 

to regionals”. “I feel really good and I am so ready. If my mind wasn’t on state champs I 

might not be doing what I am doing now”, Aleina's response.  

Both teams compete very hard and we are very proud of our Saltillo Powerlifting 

Teams. Every competitor works at their own pace and have advanced in the 5a 

competitions. Competitors that have advanced to the North Half Championship Meet 

include: Aleina Lucas, Bethany Patton, Tifani Lewis, Darrell Anderson, Nick Pridmore, 

Jacob Payne, and Logan Adams.  

 

 


